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Discover
     So Many Books… 
                 How Do I Choose?

 How do you pick a good book from the many published each year? We can help. Every 
reader has one or more preferred methods of searching for the right book. This brief 
guide was developed with that in mind, and we hope it helps you find the book(s) you are 
looking for. 

 If you are a browser, you might like to look at and handle books and discover titles you 
never thought of reading. The Readers Services New Books area, which is located just 
inside the Library's main entrance, offers lots of browsing opportunities with new books 
and displays.

 If you like to read reviews or summaries to narrow down the choices, we have many 
print, electronic, and online resources for book lovers. It’s hard to know where to begin.  
If you prefer to read from the comfort of home, start with the Library’s Readers Resources 
page at: www.stcharleslibrary.org./readers_service/index.htm. 
 If you are in the Library, browse the publications in our New Books Area. Many of these 
may be checked out on your Library card. Titles include:
   Bookmarks The New York Times Book Review
   BookPage Mystery News
   Chicago Tribune’s “Books & Media” section Mystery Scene
   ForeWord Romantic Times Book Reviews
   The New York Review of Books TLS (Times Literary Supplement)

 Do you have favorite authors, plots, or genres and want to find similar books?  We call 
them “Readalikes” and have many ways to help you find similar authors and/or books.  
A favorite tool of librarians is NoveList Plus, an online resource that is accessible to card- 
holders from home or in the Library. It offers fiction and nonfiction book suggestions for 
adults, teens, and children. You also can find the next title in a series.

 Talking with others is a great way to get a list of titles to try. Where do you find “book 
talkers?” At the Library, of course - librarians love “book talking” – but also in book 
discussion groups, at the book store, online via book blogs and web sites. Here's some 
suggestions:

The•	  Second Tuesday Book Discussion Groups are held at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. in the 
Bisbee Conference Room. All are welcome.
Those wanting to start their own book discussion group may want to take a look at •	
our Book Discussion Tips on the Discuss Books web page.
Read@SCP•	 L is a book blog maintained by the Readers Services staff. Take a look. 
(If you find you enjoy investigating books via book blogs, there are many out there, 
some quite irreverent.)
Take the free tours and check out these online cataloging/social networking sites •	
devoted to books: LibraryThing and Shelfari. 

 If you prefer a customized list of “good book” suggestions, complete the “Are You 
Finding What You Like?” questionnaire. Readers Services staff will work with you to create 
a personalized reading list. 
 We hope this helps with your book search.  Happy reading!
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What the Staff is Reading

Cinderella Pact  by Sarah Strohmeyer
Nola Devlin leads a double life. She’s the popular lifestyle columnist Belinda 
Apple for Sass, but in reality she’s an overweight, overworked, underappreciated 
editor for the celebrity magazine. Trouble begins when one of Belinda’s columns 
on dieting inspires her two equally overweight best friends to form a Cinderella 
Pact, that is, a “diet to end all diets.” Then all three will enjoy the seemingly 
successful life that Belinda does. 

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch (004.092 PAU)
This book is a brief, inspiring lecture the author felt compelled to create so his children would 
know him after his death. His message of embracing life is not new, but his thoughts are 
powerful, witty, honest, and very entertaining. 

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and 
Annie Barrows
While London is emerging from the aftermath of World War II, Juliet Ashton 
is having a difficult time with the inspiration for her next novel. A letter from 
Guernsey Island reveals an unusual book club created as a cover to protect its 
participants from arrest by the occupying Germans. Captivated by the whole 
idea, Juliet sets sail for Guernsey, and what she discovers alters her life forever.

The Last Days of Old Beijing: Life in the Vanishing Backstreets of a City Transformed 
by Michael Meyer (956.156 MEY)
Meyers’ study of old Beijing is an intimate, illuminating portrait of its oldest neighborhood, 
Dazhalan. His book reveals the immense cost of progress as bonds that unite neighborhoods 
are severed by forced evictions, and lifestyles are destroyed to make way for shopping malls, 
Walmart, high-rise buildings, even the 2008 Olympics. Social upheaval is not new to Beijing, 
but the scale of this latest one is unprecedented. 

Exposed: Confessions of a Wedding Photographer: A Memoir  
by Claire Lewis (770.92 LEW)
Funny, lively memoir about a woman who finds herself in a career she never 
imagined. Claire Lewis’s job as a wedding photographer may not be as 
dangerous as that of a war assignment, but she does find herself in some 
pretty horrific situations with stressed-out brides, mothers, and all the funny, 
demanding situations that make weddings, and subsequently Claire’s world, 
anything but dull.

The Prince of Frogtown by Rick Bragg (306.8742 BRA)
Regrettably this is the final volume of the beloved American saga that journalist Rick Bragg 
began with All Over but the Shoutin’ and continued with Ava’s Man. Rick Bragg closes his 
circle of family tales with an unforgettable story about fathers and sons inspired by his own 
relationship with his new ten-year-old stepson. The author’s wonderful gift of narration, at 
times hilarious and then deeply poignant, makes this an unforgettable book. 

Something New in the Catalog! 
 Don’t be surprised if the Library’s catalog suddenly has a whole new look this spring! 
St. Charles Public Library, in partnership with the eight other libraries in our automation 
consortium, is adding AquaBrowser – a new, easier way to find the items you are searching 
for.  
 Some of the great features of AquaBrowser are:

“Did you mean…?” spelling alternatives •	
Easier to see subject headings and other ways to help narrow your search •	
A “word cloud” showing related concepts to try searching •	

 As an added bonus, AquaBrowser also will automatically search for “hits” in some of our 
most popular online resources. We’re excited to be able to offer this new way to find what 
you are looking for, and will be happy to answer any questions you may have about using 
AquaBrowser.

From the 
Director
With the recession, 
local families are 
looking for ways to 

economize without losing quality in services 
and products.  Many of them know or are 
learning that their local public library is a 
“best buy.” Ranked for the third year in a row 
as one of the top ten U.S. public libraries for 
its size, the St. Charles Public Library is an 
especially good value. According to a recent 
nation-wide study, for every $1 spent on the 
public library, a community sees an average 
of $4 in return. To calculate the value of your 
St. Charles Public Library card to you, visit 
our web site at www.stcharleslibrary.org 
and scroll down to click on the piggy bank 
button on the right hand side of the page. 
      Diana Brown 

Trustee 
Norm Huntley 
Celebrates 
40 Years

This April, Library Board President Norman 
C. Huntley celebrates his 40th anniversary 
as a Trustee of the St. Charles Public Library 
District. He has been President of the Library 
Board since 1973. In his 36 years as Board 
President, Norm has provided outstanding 
leadership through his dedication to 
achieving the highest quality library service 
with friendliness, courtesy, and respect for 
every individual. The Library Board and Staff 
commend and thank Norm for his dedication, 
integrity, vision, and guidance.

Books for Soldiers
The Friends of the Library continue to 
support the troops overseas by sending 
boxes of paperback books to them. If you 
know a soldier who likes to read, please 
either call, send, or email his/her address 
to Merilee Curtis, 630-584-0076, ext. 240; 
St. Charles Public Library, One South Sixth 
Avenue, St. Charles, IL 60174; or mlcurtis@
stcharleslibrary.org.

In memory of our
friend and member of
our maintenance staff

Fred Vaupel
June 15, 1942–

November 3, 2008
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St. Charles Writers Group
 Saturdays at 9:15 a.m.
 In the Meeting Room
Moderator Richard Holinger leads the 
group that is designed for both fledgling 
and experienced writers. Each workshop 
begins with a short presentation or a group 
discussion and follows with critiques of each 
other’s work. Workshops are for those 18 
or older. Questions? Please contact Merilee 
Curtis at 630-584-0076 ext. 240.

January 10
The public is welcome to 
listen to guest speaker 
novelist Joe Konrath talk 
about publishing.

January 24
The art of turning summary into scene.

February 9, 6:30 p.m. in Carnegie Room
Honesty in writing, part 2.

February 28
The mechanics of writing: capitalization, 
time, and other annoying details.

March 14
The group expands its imagination through 
free writing exercises.

March 28 in Carnegie Room
How to use more and better flashbacks 
and foreshadowing in your writing.

April 11
The points of view best for you.

April 25
The public is welcome to listen to the 
group reading of their work.

Friends of the Library
The Friends are a group interested in 
advancing the services of the Library. 
They support programs to supplement the 
Library’s budget.
 
Chili Dinner
 Monday, February 2 (new date!)
 6 p.m.
 In the Meeting Room
Come and enjoy a chili dinner and learn 
more about the Friends Group.

Used Book Sale
 Friday, March 20
 2:30–7:30 p.m.
 Saturday, March 21
 Bag Sale
 9 a.m. –1 p.m.

Sunday Afternoon Concerts
 Sundays, at 2 p.m.
 In the Carnegie Community Room
January 11
 Ragtime with pianist Dan Williams
January 25*

 Pianist Robert Vanderschaaf and cellist 
Matthew Agnew

February 8
 Tropical Sounds Steel Drum Duo with 
Dave Seagren on pans and Larry Rossi on 
guitar

February 22*
 Rabbit Ears with Carlyn Lloyd on flute and 
Pamela Kimmel on guitar.

March 8
 Dois no Choro, or two in choro in 
Portuguese, features Brazilian choro 
music (a genre originating in Brazil in the 
late 1800s, mixing African rhythms and 
European dance melodies), with Julie 
Koidin on flute and guitar and vocals by 
Paulinho Garcia.

March 22* 
 Chamber Singers – Part of the Elgin 
Choral Union

*Classical concerts are sponsored by the St. 
Charles Public Library Foundation with a gift from 
the St. Charles Art and Music Festival Fund.

2nd Tuesday Book Discussions
The Library offers two book discussion 
groups:
 Mornings–10 a.m. & Evenings–7 p.m.
 In the Bisbee Conference Room
January 13

Morning ~ •	 Museum of the  
Missing: A History of Art Theft  
by Simon Houpt (364.162 HOU)
Evening ~ •	 The Spirit Catches You 
and You Fall Down: A Hmong 
Child, Her American Doctors, and 
the Collision of Two Cultures by 
Anne Fadiman (306.461 FAD)

Programs for Adults

 "Abraham Lincoln defines the civic ideal of 
what it means to be an American…
Surmounting race and assuring equal rights 
for all are Lincoln’s two major challenges still 
on the nation’s agenda. As the embodiment 
of the highest ideals and values of our  
nation, Abraham Lincoln can still help us 
meet those challenges.
 "Through education programs, public 
forums, and arts projects the Bicentennial 
provides an opportunity to re-examine what it 
means to be American in the 21st century."
~ Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission

Look for this symbol next to 
programs honoring the Lincoln 
Bicentennial.

Green Ideas
Garbage: The 
Revolution Starts  
at Home
 Monday, January 5
 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room
Come watch the film, Garbage: The 
Revolution Starts at Home, which docu-
ments the experiences of a young family who 
saved their garbage, including recyclables, 
for three months to see how much they 
produced. A representative from Kane 
County Environmental Management will be 
on hand to answer your questions about 
recycling and garbage handling in Kane 
County. Refreshments will be served.

Conservation @ Home
 Thursday March 26 
 7 p.m. in the Meeting Room
A member of the Conservation Foundation 
of Kane County will speak on conservation 
at home. Learn how you can help protect the 
watershed by planting a rain garden, native 
plants, and by using water barrels. The steps 
you take at home can benefit the entire 
region. Light refreshments will be served 
and registration is requested in person or by 
calling Information Services at 630-584-0076 
ext. 1.
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Decisions guide at the Adult Information 
Services Desk before the discussion and be 
prepared to discuss the issue.
January 14

Foreign Aid: New Players, New Goals
(2008 Guide)
Geneva Public Library (127 James St.)

February 25
The Arctic (2009 Guide)

 In the Carnegie Community Room
March 18

Energy and the Global Economy
(2009 Guide)
Batavia Public Library (10 S. Batavia Ave.)

2009 Discussion Guides available after 
February 1.

T'n'T: Books & Bites
 Wednesday, February 11
 7–9 p.m. in the Carnegie Community Room
Join us for a discussion of The Kite Runner 
by Khaled Hosseini, the memorable story 
of two boys who grow up in Kabul and what 
happens when circumstances separate 
them. It is both an intensely personal story 
about how childhood choices affect our adult 
lives and an insightful look at Afghan history 
and culture. You are invited to read the book 
and/or see the movie.    
 To RSVP and/or join our email list for 
ongoing information about T'n'T events, 
please visit the Library web site.

Thursday Lecture Series 
The Abe We Know Now: Abraham Lincoln 
in Contemporary Theatre and Popular 
Culture 
 Thursday, February 12
 7 p.m. in the Carnegie Community   
 Room

Jennifer Shook examines 
contemporary appearances of the 
beloved stovepipe-hatted president 
in unlikely places: musicals, 

Pulitzer Award-winning plays about card 
hustlers by playwright Suzan-Lori Parks, 
episodes of The Simpsons, and in ads for 
sleep medications.

Books@Noon
 Wednesday, February 18
 12:05 p.m. in the Meeting Room

Enjoy Mrs. Lincoln, as portrayed 
by first person historical presenter 
Valerie Gugala. She has spent 30+ 
years researching the Lincoln 
family, and has been performing as 

Mrs. Lincoln for almost ten. She has an 
extensive collection of books on the Lincoln 
family, with special emphasis on Mrs. Lincoln 
and their Springfield years. 

Experiencing Vision Loss?
Introduction Tuesday, April 14

10:30 a.m. in the Meeting Room
Additional topics: Thursdays, April 30,  
 May 7, 14 & 21

10:30 a.m. in the Meeting Room
Join us to learn about New Visions, a free 
program that will help you adjust to vision 
loss. 

"It’s a Crime Not to Love a 
Mystery" Series
Fifty Ways to Leave Your Lover–Dead! 
 Tuesday, April 14
 7 p.m. in the Carnegie Community Room
Join the Mystery Mavens–
Mary Welk, Luisa Buehler, 
and S. D. Tooley–for a lively 
discussion. All three are 
authors: Mary Welk of the 
award-winning Caroline Rhodes mysteries, 
S.D. Tooley of two award-winning mystery 
series, and Luisa Buehler of the Grace 
Marsden series. Books will be available for 
sale.

John "Bulldog" Drummond
 Sunday, April 19 
 2 p.m. in the Carnegie Community Room

John Drummond, WBBM 
TV Chicago Crime 
Reporter, is renowned for 
his hard-hitting organized 
crime reporting and has 
been nicknamed the “King 

of Chicagoland’s Crime Reporters.” He will 
share some of his experiences from his 40 
plus-year career that are included in his 
two published works, Thirty Years in the 
Trenches (1998) and the recently released 
It Ain’t Pretty, But It’s Real. Books will be 
available for sale.

Programs for Adults and High School Students
February 10

Morning ~ •	 Saving Fish From 
Drowning by Amy Tan
Evening ~ •	 The Omnivore's  
Dilemma: A Natural History of 
Four Meals by Michael Pollan 
(394.12 POL)

March 10
Morning ~  •	 Breakfast With  
Buddha by Roland Merullo
Evening ~ •	 Museum of the Miss-
ing: A History of Art Theft by 
Simon Houpt (364.162 HOU)

April 14
Morning ~ •	 The Senator's Wife by 
Sue Miller
Evening ~ •	 The Worst Hard Time: 
The Untold Story of Those Who 
Survived the Great American 
Dust Bowl by Timothy Egan 
(978.032 EGA)

Lyric Opera Lectures
 Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
The Tri-City Libraries Program Guild 
sponsors lectures on the operas of the 
Lyric's season. Each program is presented 
by a member of the Lyric Opera Lecture 
Corps at Batavia, Geneva, or St. Charles 
Public Libraries. You will hear the story, learn 
about the composer, and listen to musical 
highlights.
January 13
 Tristan & Isolde by Richard Wagner

St. Charles Public Library - in the Carnegie 
Community Room  

January 27
 Cavalleria Rusticana & Pagliacci by  
 Pietro Mascagni & Ruggero Leoncavallo

Batavia Public Library (10 S. Batavia Ave.)  
February 10
 Abduction from the Seraglio by  
 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Geneva Public Library (127 James St.)

Great Decisions Series
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

The Great Decisions Series, sponsored by 
Batavia, Geneva, and St. Charles Public 
 Libraries, is intended to stimulate a discus-
sion of foreign policy issues. Participants 
must pick up, or request, a copy of the Great 
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Computer Classes

Note: 
Computer classes in the Technology •	
Center are open to St. Charles 
Library cardholders only. 
A $10 refundable cash deposit is •	
required at the time of registration at 
the Adult Information Services Desk. 
Registration opens on the third •	
Sunday of each month for the next 
month’s classes and closes when the 
classes are filled.
Class size is limited to 10 people.•	
Class cancellations will be posted in •	
the Library and on our web site.

Introduction to MS Windows
 Saturdays, January 3, 10 & 17
 9:15–10:45 a.m.
 Fridays, February 13, 20 & 27
 10–11:30 a.m.
 Mondays, March 16, 23 & 30
 5:30–7 p.m.
 Saturdays, April 4, 11 & 18
 9:15–10:45 a.m.
This orientation is ideal for those who have 
had little exposure to computers. There will 
be an overview of parts of the computer 
and terminology including: desktop, menus, 
mouse instruction, scrolling, clicking, keying 
(typing), and saving. Class is three 1½-hour 
sessions.

Completion of the above class is a 
prerequisite for all other computer 

classes.

Introduction to the Internet 
 Monday, February 23
 10–11:30 a.m.
Learn what the Internet is, Internet 
addresses, links, helper applications, basic 
searching, evaluating web sites and security, 
email issues, and choosing an Internet provider. 
Class is one 1½-hour session. 

Email Etiquette
 Mondays, April 20 & 27
 11 a.m.–Noon
Ever have email problems? In this class 
you’ll learn how to use email and attach-
ments correctly, organize your mail, minimize 
spam or junk mail, and benefit from using 
your address book and group lists. This is a 
beginner’s course but students must already 
have an email account and basic MS Windows 
knowledge is required. Class is two 1-hour 
sessions.

Care and Feeding of Your 
Computer 
 Fridays, March 20 & 27
 10 a.m.–Noon
Learn how to maintain your computer for 
better performance, reliability, and usability. 
Keep your computer safe and enjoy your 
system more. Topics include: program install/
un-install, disk and file maintenance, utility 
program usage, virus and firewall concerns, 
junk mail filtering, heat and dust concerns, 
and hardware and software upgrade options. 
Class is two 2-hour sessions that must be 
taken in succession. 

MS Excel Level 1 
 Mondays, January 5 & 12
 10 a.m.–Noon
 Wednesdays, February 11 & 18
 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Learn how to create useful spreadsheets 
with Microsoft Excel. Save time and effort 
for home and work calculations of any type. 
Topics include: workbook creation, editing, 
formulas and functions, formatting, printing, 
and saving. Class is two 2-hour sessions that 
must be taken in succession. 

MS Excel Level 2 
 Wednesdays, April 8 & 15
 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Learn additional spreadsheet features 
including: graphing, more functions, 
cell notes, and templates. Learn to link 
spreadsheets for added flexibility and power. 
Class is two 2-hour sessions that must be 
taken in succession.  Excel Level 1 is also a 
prerequisite for this class

Introduction to MS Word 
 Thursdays, January 22 & 29
 5:30–7:30 p.m.
 Tuesdays, February 3 & 10
 10 a.m.–Noon
Learn about these word processing 
features: document creation, editing, 
formatting, printing, saving, lists, tables, and 
headers and footers. Create great looking 
professional letters and envelopes. Class is 
two 2-hour sessions. 

MS Word 2: Beyond the Basics 
 Thursdays, March 5 & 12
 5:30–7:30 p.m.
 Tuesdays, April 7 & 14
 10 a.m.–Noon
Learn how to use advanced features of 
Microsoft Word to save time and improve 
the formatting of your documents. Topics 
include clip art, the AutoCorrect feature, 

custom tabs, tables, outlines, and using 
Mail Merge to create labels. Class is two 
2-hour sessions that must be taken in 
succession. Introduction to MS Word also is 
a prerequisite for this class

Introduction to MS Publisher   
 Tuesdays, April 21 & 28
 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Discover how easy it is to use Microsoft 
Publisher to create projects for home and 
work. Classes will cover the basics of using 
the software, formatting text, and adding 
graphics. Learn how to make flyers, award 
certificates, and greeting cards. Class is two 
2-hour sessions. 

Digital Camera Basics 
 Wednesdays, January 7 & 14
 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Learn how to get started with a digital 
camera. See how it works, what the 
advantages are, and get help choosing 
a camera and using it. Find out how to 
transfer, edit, save, and print photos on your 
computer. Class is two 2-hour sessions.

eBay Buying 
 Wednesday, March 4
 10 a.m.–Noon
Learn how to set up an eBay buyer/seller 
account, how to find items to buy, how to bid 
on items, paying for your new item, and other 
practical tips. Class is one 2-hour session. 

eBay Selling 
 Wednesday, March 11
 10 a.m.–Noon
Learn how to list items for sale, accept 
payments, and other practical tips to being 
a successful seller. Class is one 2-hour 
session. 

Introduction to eBay online, MS Windows, 
and Introduction to the Internet (or 
good working knowledge thereof) are 
prerequisites for the eBay classes.

Computer Classes for Adults
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Library Foundation Board 
Member Honored

 Library Foundation Board member Pam 
Mann was awarded the 24th Annual William 
D. Barth Award last month. Tri-City Family 
Services established the 
award in 1985 “to recognize 
one individual who has 
made a significant and 
positive impact, through 
human service, on the 
central Kane County 
Area.” We are very fortunate to have such 
an outstanding and caring person on our 
Foundation Board.

New Foundation Board 
Members

 Recently seated St. Charles Public 
Library Foundation Board members include 
Mr. John Schmidt and Mr. Craig Morgan, Jr. 
Both are very active in the community.
 John Schmidt has lived in St. Charles 
for twenty-seven years. During that time 
Mr. Schmidt has been active in various 
community organizations. He works at 

The PrivateBank and Trust 
Company in St. Charles as 
Managing Director and Senior 
Trust Officer. As someone 
whose family uses the Library 
weekly and attends programs 
at the Library regularly, Mr. 

Schmidt said he was honored to accept the 
Library Foundation Board position.
 Craig Morgan, Jr. grew up in St. Charles, 
graduated from what is now St. Charles 
East High School, and after graduating from 
Carroll College returned 
to St. Charles to work at 
Wachovia Securities with his 
father. He has been a long 
time user and supporter of 
the St. Charles Public Library. 
He said, “I want the people 
who grow up in St. Charles 
to have the same feelings and pride in this 
city that I have. I believe being part of this 
Foundation would help me with my efforts in 
accomplishing that goal.”
 

Donations to the Foundation
AUGUST 16, 2007 – NOVEMBER 15, 2008

 
Up to $49 
Acitelli, Charles & Sophie 
Anderson, Mary R.
Carlborg, Frank & Deane 
Curtis, Dane & Merilee 
Engel, Lawrence & Elizabeth 
Frazer, Quin R. 
Gioia, Norman & Rosemary  
Goldstein, Candy 
Hall, Denise 
Heinrich, Donald & Mary Frances 
Hernandez, Javier Padilla 
Jecius, Kestutis & Patricia 
Klimek, Carl & Gloria  
Klusman, Robert & Carol  
Leonard, Joan 
Leone, Raymond 
Lippold, David & Cheryl 
Mignin, Mary Carol 
Miller, Raymond & Betty 
Milton, Marjorie 
Morrow, Richard & Karen 
Pacione, John & Michelle 
Piotrowski, Thomas & Maureen 
Poole, John & Jo Ann Bulow 
Reindl, Christopher & Suzanna Perkins 
Schless, R.M. & M.J.  
Schmidt, John & Sherry 
Sekhon, Kuldip & Jasmeet 
Shelton, Timothy & Jane 
Smitka, Joanne 
Spohr, Suzanne 
VanHook, Jr., Robert & Talia 
Welsh, Kathy  

$50-$99 
Abel, John & Carol 
Biermann, Robin & Jill 
Dickens, Mason & Kissell, DDS 
Forster, Margaret 
Gustafson, Frances K. 
Haines, Donald & Victoria 
Kadlec, Andrew & Michele 
Morgan, Craig & Darlene 
Norris, John & Cathy 
Oie, Vernon & Sharon 
Price, John & Catherine 
Shepro, Kenneth & Maureen 
Soderquist, Peter & Robin 
Woidat, Frank & Marilyn  

$100-$249 
Anonymous 
Bergland, George & Sharon 
Bergsten, Dalton 
Berkout, Terry 
Brown, Douglas & Diana 
Conover, Tico 
Doebler, Sue 
Giamberdino, Anthony & Donna 
Guynn, Dr. & Mrs. Vernon 
Hallberg, Barbara 
Hegland, Jim & Wyonne 
Hill, Mike & Nancy 
Kessler, Philip A. 
Kriston, Michael & Phyllis 
MacNeille, Robert & Diane 
Mann, Pamuella F. 
McManus, John & Debra 
Moravek, Michael & Jean 
St. Charles Community High School 
  Class of 1952
Sheehan, Jr., W.F. & Jo Ann 
Townsend, Brian & Pat 
Walters, II, Robert & Kimberly 
Wood, Bryan and Lori  

$250-$499 
Anonymous 
Cress, Donald 
Farrugia, A. Denise 
Flinn, Robyn 
Harris Bank, St. Charles 
Hohm, Dr. and Mrs. Wilbert 
Lesswing, Mark & Susannah 
Maholland, Larry & Sharon 
Watkins, Susan 

$500-$999 
Berry, Robert 
Private Bank, St. Charles 
Schaefer, Joan  

$1000+ 
Anonymous 
Ainsworth, Sterling E. 
Duerr, Jon & Joy
Friends of the St. Charles Public Library 
Huntley, Norman & Barbara  

Matching Grants /  Memorial Donations
$50-$99 
AT&T  

  
 

St. Charles Public Library Foundation

Philip Kessler: President
Sharon Maholland: Vice-Pres./Pres.Elect

Jo Ann Poole: Secretary/Treasurer
Donald D’Amico

Mike Dixon
Jon Duerr

Susannah Lesswing

Diane MacNeille
Pamuella Mann

Craig Morgan, Jr.
Vern Oie

John Schmidt
Robin Soderquist

Victoria Haines - Library Representative

Foundation Board of Directors

If you notice any omissions or inaccuracies in this list, please bring 
them to our attention by calling Ginni Tsipas at 630-584-0076 ext. 230.
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Multi-Age Story Time
Infant-Age 5 with Parent/Caregiver
In the Meeting Room. Enter by ASK ME Desk.

 Tuesdays, 9:30–10 a.m.
	 •		 Winter:	January	13	–	March	24
   No stories March 17 due to Used Book Sale set-up
	 •		 Spring:	April	7	–	May	12
  
  Wednesdays, 9:30–10 a.m.
	 •		 Winter:	January	14	–	March	25
   No stories March 18 due to Used Book Sale set-up
	 •		 Spring:	April	8	–	May	13
Storytellers will present stories and songs that will tickle, delight, and 
amuse. Children and adults attend together. Door opens 5 minutes be-
fore program begins. Open attendance: Show your St. Charles Library 
card at the door. Children who are registered in an age-specific Story 
Time also may attend Multi-Age each week. 

 

Age	Specific	Story	Times
 The following early childhood programs encourage the adult to par-
ticipate with the child by serving as a role model, leading the child’s 
hands through a fingerplay’s motion, or showing him/her how to bend 
and stretch. 
 Siblings may attend the Infant, One, and Two Year Old Story Times. 
Each child and adult must be registered. Participation is limited to reg-
istered children and parent/caregiver. An adult may bring no more than 
two children. Ask about accommodations for twins or triplets.
 

Everyone needs stories. 
Winter Story Time will be offered in two sessions.

 Register for either Session A or B. The programs will be the same.

New & different stories will be offered in the Spring Session.
Register for Spring sessions beginning Saturday, March 7.

Infant with Parent/Caregiver
 Mondays, 9:30–10 a.m.

Winter Session A: • January 19 – February 9 (closed 2/16)
Winter Session B: • February 23 – March 23
Spring Session: • April 6 – May 4

One Year Old with Parent/Caregiver
 Mondays, 10:30–11 a.m.

Winter Session A: • January 19 – February 9 (closed 2/16)
Winter Session B: • February 23 – March 23
Spring Session: • April 6 – May 4

 Thursdays, 9:30–10 a.m. 
Winter Session A: • January 22 – February 19
Winter Session B: • February 26 – March 26
Spring Session: • April 9 – May 7

Two Year Old with Parent/Caregiver
 Tuesdays, 9:30–10 a.m.

Winter Session A: • January 20 – February 17 
Winter Session B: • February 24 – March 24
Spring Session: • April 7 – May 5

 Wednesdays, 10:30–11 a.m. 
Winter Session A: • January 21 – February 18 
Winter Session B: • February 25 – March 25
Spring Session: • April 8 – May 6

Three & Four Year Olds
 Tuesdays, 10:30–11 a.m. 

Winter Session A: • January 20 – February 17 
Winter Session B: • February 24 – March 24
Spring Session: • April 7 – May 5

 Wednesdays, 9:30–10 a.m. 
Winter Session A: • January 21 – February 18 
Winter Session B: • February 25 – March 25
Spring Session: • April 8 – May 6

This Story Time fosters a love of books and reading and develops 
good listening skills. To encourage the child’s self-reliance, we ask 
that the child be comfortable attending the program alone.

Four & Five Year Olds
 Tuesdays, 1:30–2:10 p.m. 

Winter Session A: • January 20 – February 17 
Winter Session B: • February 24 – March 24
Spring Session: • April 7 – May 5

This Story Time will inform, delight, and stimulate on a higher level 
the listening and motor skills of a more mature child who has had 
previous group experience. This group meets for 40 minutes. 

Three, Four & Five Year Olds
 Mondays, 7–7:30 p.m. 

Winter Session A: • January 19 – February 9 (closed 2/16)
Winter Session B: • February 23 – March 23
Spring Session: • April 6 – May 4

This Story Time is especially for children unable to attend during the 
day. Children, ages 3-5 years of age, attend the program alone. 

Family Story Time    
Infant–Grade 1 with Parent
  7–7:45 p.m.  
 Winter Session:  Wednesday, January 28 ~ Cuddle Up 

 Thursday, February 26 ~ Elephant Jamboree
 Tuesday, March 24 ~ Fine Feathered Friends
Spring Session:  Friday, April 24 ~ Rainbow Colors

An evening of stories and more for families with young children. 
Each month will feature stories on a different theme. Come dressed 
in your favorite pajamas and bring along your blanket or a stuffed 
toy. Register for one or all.

Most Youth Services programs require registration. Details may be found on page 11.

Youth Services – Story Times

New!
EFFECTIVE January 2009 for Multi-Age Story 

Time: St. Charles Library cardholders may attend with 
grandchildren and/or grandparents who reside outside 

the St. Charles Library District. 
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Stories At The Nature Center  
Infant–5 years with Parent/Caregiver
 Fridays, 10:30–11 a.m.
 Spring Session: April 17 OR April 24
Walk down the path to the Nature Center 
at Tekakwitha Woods for stories. After the 
program, explore the Nature Center, walk the 
trails, and enjoy nature at its best. Cospon-
sored with the Kane County Forest Preserve. 
Maps available at the ASK ME Desk and 
on our web site. To accommodate as many 
families as possible, a family may register for 
only one date.
Families outside the Library District: Register with 
the Forest Preserve at 847-741-8350, ext. 10.

Book Character Visits  
For Families
 Watch for time and dates posted in the  
 Library
Come for a story and a visit with costumed 
book characters provided by Barnes & Noble 
of Geneva. Books may be available for sale. 
Bring your camera!
Families outside the Library District: Register two 
weeks before.

Kids Corner    
Grades 1 & 2
Mondays, 4:15–5:15 p.m.
 Winter Session:  
   January 26 – Brrrr–Think Summer
   February 23 – Freaky Fun
   March 23 – Green, Green   
    Everything’s Green
 Spring Session:  
   April 27 – Something Silly
An afternoon story romp with storytelling, 
books, and of course, lots of surprises is 
planned. Register for one or all.

Book Magic     
Kindergartners
Tuesdays, 4:15–5:15 p.m.
 Winter Session:  
   January 20 – Snowy Days
   February 17 – Friends
   March 24 – Yo Ho Ho: Pirates
 Spring Session:   
   April 28 – Rainy Days
Explore literature through books, storytelling, 
poetry, songs, and more. Register for one or 
all.  

For Girl Scouts & Boy Scouts
Grades K–8
Workshops will be conducted from 
4:15 – 5:15 p.m.
Attention all Scout Leaders - bring your 
troop to the Library. Achievement and 
badge workshops, as well as a special 
introduction to the Library including a 
tour and scavenger hunt, are planned. 
Check your calendars and think Library 
as you plan your activities for the year. 
Registration ends 2 days before 
scheduled workshop date. Leader 
registers group.

The following workshops are designed to 
meet several of the requirements of the 
Scout achievement or badge. Services 
for Scout Groups are outlined on the 
Youth Services pages of the Library 
web site at www.stcharleslibrary.org.  
Workshops will be offered next during 
September-November.

Especially for Boy Scouts:
     Tour, Book Hunt, &   
     Introduction to the   
     Library
      Wednesday, March 25
Tiger  Reading Fun 
      Wednesday, February 18
Wolf  Books, Books, Books 
      Tuesday, February 24
Bear  Tall Tales 
      Tuesday, March 3
     Past is Exciting &    
     Important
      Tuesday, February 3
Webelos Communicator 
      Thursday, February 12
     Citizenship 
      Tuesday, January 27
   

Especially for Girl Scouts:
     Tour, Book Hunt, &   
     Introduction to the Library
      Wednesday, March 25
Daisies  Activities through Literature 
      Thursday, February 5
Brownies Her Story
      Thursday, February 19 
     Around the World   
      Wednesday, February 25
Juniors  Local Lore
      Thursday, March 12 
     Communication
      Monday, February 9
     Model Citizen
      Thursday, January 29

Family Read-Aloud 
Book Club 
Register at the ASK ME 
Desk NOW through  
February 18
The Read-Aloud Book Club 
encourages lifelong literacy 
and motivates families to share reading 
aloud as a daily tradition. Here’s how it 
works. Record time spent as a family reading 
aloud and receive rewards. Every family 
qualifies for books dedicated to your family, 
gift certificates, autographed children’s 
books, and canvas book bags. Join the book 
club and have fun reading aloud every day. 
Receive your family book log and details at 
registration. This year’s Family Read-Aloud 
Book Club partners are: Breadsmith, Brown’s 
Chicken & Pasta, Burger King, Jump! Zone, 
McDonalds, Norris Recreation Center, 
Oberweis Ice Cream and Dairy, and St. 
Charles Bowl.

Weekly Gaming  
Kickoff for Grades 3-8 on  
 Monday, January 19:  2:30–4:30 p.m.
Grades 3-5 ~ 4–5:15 p.m.

February: Tues. 10, Thurs. 26• 
March: Mon. 2, Wed. 18, Mon. 30• 
April: Fri. 17, Thurs. 30               • 

Grades 6-8 ~ 4–5:15 p.m. 
January: Fri. 30 • 
February: Wed. 4, Fri. 20• 
March: Tues. 10, Thurs. 26,               • 
April: Tues. 7, Wed. 22 • 

Drop in to play video games on the big 
screen. A different game will be ready for 
you each week. After the first game, you 
decide what to play next. Bring your own 
games, must be rated E to E10+. We have 
Wii remotes or bring your own. Board games 
also will be available. Show your St. Charles 
Library card at the door.

Model Train 
Display
Family
 Saturday, January 31:  9 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
    Sunday, February 1:  Noon–4:30 p.m.
All Aboard! Members of the Midwest Division 
of the Train Collector’s Association will 
display their hands-on modular train layout 
for all to see. Drop in and chat with fellow 
model railroad, “Toy Train” enthusiasts. 
Bring in your own Lionel train and stop by 
the club’s free “Tune-Up, Lube, and Clean 
Corner.”  Numbers will be available in Youth 
Services when Library opens each day.

Youth Services – Programs

Most Youth Services programs require registration. Details may be found on page 11.8



Friday Family Fun
Family
Grandparents: come 
with or bring your 
grandchildren*
 Friday, February 6
 6:30–7:30 p.m.
An evening for families to have fun together 
sampling a potpourri of activities: stories, 
library hunt, Wii gaming, book bingo, and 
more. 
*St. Charles Library cardholders may register 
grandchildren and/or grandparents that reside out-
side the St. Charles Library District for this special 
event. 

Movie Night
Grades 4-8
 Friday, February 13
 4:30–7:30 p.m.
Watch a recent release on the big screen. 
Titles will be posted at the ASK ME Desk. 
Pizza, pop, and popcorn will be served.

Karen G. Russell Memorial 
Children’s Lecture Series
In memory of Karen G. Russell, the William 
Russell family has established a lecture 
series for children. Karen’s many passions 
included reading, art, history, and gardening. 
This lecture series, especially for children, 

will enable the Library to bring her passions 
to the children of our community. Each Feb-
ruary and July, Chicago area experts, artists, 
authors, and others will introduce children to 
their art, craft, or profession by providing an 
interactive experience.

Fiber Art: Wool Felting
Grades K-8
 Saturday, February 28
 10–11:30 a.m. 
Natasha Lehrer from Esther’s Place, a fiber 
arts studio, will take you back into yesteryear 
through the crafts, animals, and traditions of 
Abraham Lincoln’s day. Learn about fibers, 
spinning, and our woolly heritage, including 
felting, one of the oldest forms of material. 
Students will create a woolly soap scrub us-
ing wool grown in Illinois. 

Abraham Lincoln in Song
Grades K-12 and Adults
 Sunday, March 1 
 2–3 p.m.
The life of Abraham Lincoln spanned a pe-

riod of great change and growth in 
Illinois. Award-winning folksinger 
Chris Vallillo uses historic narratives, 
contemporary folk music, and period 

folk songs Lincoln may well have known and 
sung to bring Illinois’ favorite son and his 
times to life. 

Arts of March Middle School 
Photography Contest
Grades 6-8
March 2009
Click! Have you taken any great photos that 
others have just got to see? Enter them into 
our Middle School photography contest. En-
try forms with the official rules will be avail-
able beginning January 2. Pick one up at the 
ASK ME Desk or print one from our web site. 
Framed photos up to 8 ½  x 11 inches will be 
accepted February 18 through February 28 
and will be displayed in the Library during the 
month of March. A reception and award an-
nouncements will be held on Friday, March 6 
at 7 p.m.
View the photos and vote for your favorite 
from March 2 through 5 p.m. on March 5.  

Camp Library
Students Grades 2–8 with Parent 
 Friday, March 27 – Saturday, March 28
 7:30 p.m.–7:30 a.m.     
MEAL FEE: $5 per person due at  
 registration 
Kick off spring break at THE overnight event 
for families. Pack up your sleeping bag and 
flashlight to discover what can happen in the 
Library when it closes for the night. The eve-
ning will be interactive with relays, hunts, and 
Storyteller Sue Black. Be able to say “I slept 
at the Library!” An evening snack and break-
fast will be served. A checklist with guidelines 
is provided. Only In-Person registrations 
accepted. Minimum of 20 students with 
parents registered by March 20 will be 
necessary to hold program. 
Families outside the Library District: $10 per  
person. Register beginning March 13.

April Fool’s Fun   
Family
 Wednesday, April 1
 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
A day of backwards and upside down fun 
during spring break. An array of activities for 
all ages: storytelling, hidden book, library 
hunt, Wii gaming, movies on the big screen, 
trivia, and a very special performance by The 
Truly Remarkable Loon. Schedule of activi-
ties available at spring registration March 7.
 Merry Anticipation of Disaster
   10:30–11:30 a.m.  OR  1–2 p.m.
A light-hearted, fun show filled with the type 
of excitement only The Truly Remarkable 
Loon can put together for the whole family. 
Lots of audience participation for a big dose 
of fun. Come early or stay after the perfor-
mance to enjoy the day’s activities. 

Youth Services – Programs

Babysitter Training
Ages 11-15
 Friday, February 27 OR Tuesday, March 31 
  9:30 a.m.–5 p.m.
Become a Red Cross certified babysitter in one day. Training will cover all aspects of 
babysitter responsibilities, including first aid and emergency actions. To receive  
certification, students must attend all day and successfully pass all observable skills. 
Questions regarding the training may be directed to the Fox Valley Red Cross at 
630-443-8844. 
Students outside the Library District: Register beginning 2/13 for February and 3/17 for March.

Registration Requirements:  In-person registration only
A $10 cash deposit is required to register or to add your name to the waiting list.  • 
Cancellations must be made by 3 p.m. on Tuesday, February 24 or by Noon on  
Friday, March 27 for the workshops. Late cancellations or no-shows will result in loss 
of deposit. Upon completion of the class, deposits will be returned. In the event that a 
student on the waiting list is not called to attend, the deposit will be returned by mail.
A completed application form, including student and parent signatures, and $10 cash • 
deposit is due at registration. Form available at the ASK ME Desk and online.
Space limited to 10 students. • 
Waiting List - Up to five applications will be accepted per training session. All appli-• 
cants will be contacted after the cancellation deadline regarding registration status.

Most Youth Services programs require registration. Details may be found on page 11. 9
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April 16 Monsters Don’t Scuba Dive
  by Debbie Dadey
There are some pretty weird grown-ups 
living in Bailey City. But could the swimming 
teacher at Camp Lone Wolf really be a sea 
monster? The Bailey School kids are going 
to find out!

Scene Stealers Grades 4-8
Feb. 26 George Washington’s Socks
  by Elvira Woodruff
In the midst of a backyard camp-out, 
10-year-old Matt and four other children find 
themselves transported back into the time 
of George Washington and the American 
Revolution, where they begin to live out 
American history firsthand.

Mar. 26 Nekomah Creek 
  by Linda Crew
Nine-year-old Robby loves his noisy and 
somewhat unconventional family until some 
unwanted attention from a school counselor 
and a school-yard bully makes him self-
conscious about just how unconventional 
his family might look to outsiders.

April 23 Max & Me and the Time Machine
  by Gery Greer
Steve buys a time machine at a garage 
sale and takes his friend Max to the year 
1250, where they land in the middle of a 
jousting match, with the fierce Sir Bevis as 
an enemy.

Good Books  
for Kids

It Came from Beneath 
the Bed! 
by James Howe   J HOWE

Howie, a cute and lively 
wirehaired dachshund puppy, 
wants to be a writer and gets 
a notebook. Writing is in his 
blood, after all his Uncle 
Harold wrote the Bunnicula 
books. Howie discovers that 
an author’s life is not easy. 

His friend Delilah gets mad because she 
is in the story and Uncle Harold gets mad 
because he’s not. But in the end, things turn 
out right and he even manages to save the 
world from a science experiment gone wrong. 

The Green Glass Sea 
by Ellen Klages   JH KLAGES 
(Find this at the Featured Books Display)
It’s 1943 and the scientists 
of the United States are 
desperately trying to come 
up with a ‘gadget’ that will 
help defeat its enemies and 
end World War II. Eleven-
year-old Dewey Kerrigan is 
the daughter of one of these 
scientists who are sequestered in a place 
no one has even heard of – Los Alamos, 
New Mexico. Motherless Dewey does not 
fit in with the other children there, not only 
because of a crippled foot, but because 
she loves to invent things. When her father 
is called to Washington, she is offered a 
temporary home with one of his co-workers. 
This family has a daughter in Dewey’s class 
who hates the idea of sharing her room and 
her family with such a freak. This is a story of 
friendship, love and loss set upon the dramatic 
background of a world about to be changed.

Cookies: Bite-Size Life Lessons 
by Amy Krouse Rosenthal  JE ROSENTHAL 
(Find this at the Featured Books Display)

Greedy means eating 
all the cookies, and 
generous means offering 
some of your cookies to 
others. Patient means 
waiting nicely for your 
cookies to finish baking in 

the oven.  Everyone likes cookies, so what 
better way to help youngsters understand 
difficult concepts like generosity, honesty, 
and fairness? A delicious lesson in good 
behavior!

Let’s Talk Books!  
 Student Book Discussion Groups
  For students Grades 2-8

 Thursdays, 4:15–5 p.m.
Read the books and have fun talking about 
them with other kids. Register for discus-
sions at your grade level and for each book 
you want to discuss. Copies of the books 
will be available at the ASK ME Desk.  
Remember to bring a copy with you. 
Snacks and drinks will be provided. Meet 
in the Conference Room off the main 
lobby. Registration is limited to 14 students 
per group per date. Sponsored by the St. 
Charles Optimist Club.  

Book Capers for Grades 2 & 3 
Feb.19 The Invisible Dog
  by Dick King-Smith

The only unusual thing about Henry, Janie’s 
Great Dane with the striking black-and-
white markings, is that he’s invisible. But 
eventually circumstances, and perhaps a 
little magic, conspire to bring Henry to life.

Mar. 19 Seven Treasure Hunts
  by Betsy Byars
Jackson and his friend Goat make up a 
series of treasure hunts for each other then 
set out, armed with maps and clues, trying 
to outsmart one another with disastrous and 
hilarious results.

Youth Services – Book Discussions 

Preschool Forum  
Next Forum will be November 2009.

Every Child Ready To Read Workshop  
Especially for Parents, Grandparents, 
Preschool Educators, and Child Care Providers
Adults Only – Registration Required  
 Tuesday, January 27
 7–8:30 p.m.
 This early literacy workshop will help you make the best use of the time you spend reading 
and interacting with children from infants through age five. You will learn what you can do to 
help your child develop early literacy skills. The workshop will demonstrate skills and tech-
niques to develop the six pre-reading skills in your child, as well as offer suggestions for age-
appropriate books and resources, and provide easy ways to include these skills in your daily 
activities.
 Details at the ASK ME Desk. Adults only workshops. Childcare is not provided. Workshop 
will be offered again in August.
 Adults outside the Library District: Register for $5 per person beginning Tuesday, January 20.

Most Youth Services programs require registration. Details may be found on page 11.10



Saturday, January 10 X  – In-person and online program 
              registration begins

Tuesday, January 13 X   –  Telephone program registration begins

Registration & Attendance Procedures:

Youth Services programs are offered for children and students residing in the St. Charles Library 
District. A child's, student's or parent's St. Charles Library card is required. Child or student must 
be the correct age or correct grade to be registered in a program. Each eligible person attending a 
program must be registered.

Families living outside the Library District may register for certain programs by paying a fee. Fee 
based registration are accepted only in person at the ASK ME Desk in Youth Services. Check 
program listing for registration details.

Registration is on a first come basis and continues until all openings have been filled. Drop-in seat-
ing may be available for programs. A St. Charles Library card may be required. Inquire at the ASK 
ME Desk.

Programs will begin and end promptly. Meeting Room/Story Room doors will open  
10 minutes before the program is scheduled. Seating for registered participants will be guaranteed 
until 5 minutes before the scheduled start time. Drop-in seating will begin  
3 minutes before the program starts. Late admittance is limited.

Please call the ASK ME Desk at 630-584-9390 when you are unable to attend a program for 
which you are registered.

Requests for special accommodations must be made 48 hours in advance of a Library program. If 
assistance is needed in using the Library, please inform a Library Assistant at the Circulation Desk.

Registration forms are available in Youth Services at the ASK ME Desk and on the Library's 
web site at www.stcharleslibrary.org.

Three Ways to Register for Programs

We offer in person, online, and telephone registration. Registration is on a first come basis and 
continues until all openings have been filled. Registration forms are available at the ASK ME Desk 
or online. Details at the ASK ME Desk, on the web site, or by phone at 630-584-9390.

IN PERSON - Register everyone in your family with one Library card and a completed  
 registration form at the ASK ME Desk beginning Saturday, January 10.
ONLINE – Register members of your family with each person’s individual Library card   
 via the Library’s web site: www.stcharleslibrary.org beginning Saturday, January 10.
TELEPHONE – Register everyone in your family with one Library card by calling the   
 ASK ME Desk Staff at 630-584-9390 beginning Tuesday, January 13. 

To apply for or renew library cards: two pieces of identification, one with name and current address, 
are required of the adult applying for a personal card or cards for their children under age 18. 
Please check the expiration date on your Library card to be sure it is current. Staff will be glad to 
assist you at the Circulation Desk. 

Mark your calendar for 2009 Registration Dates:
Saturday, March 7  – Spring (April & May programs) •	
Saturday, June 6 – Summer•	
Saturday, September 12 – Fall•	

Laugh-eteria 
by Douglas Florian   J 811.54 FLO
As the title says, this book is 
full of laughs. Douglas Florian 
has not forgotten what it was 
like to be a boy, or maybe he 
wrote these poems when he 
was much younger. They are 
full of humor, particularly of the 
sort that might appeal to boys. 
Monsters, dinosaurs, pizza, and stinky feet 
share these pages. 

Traveling Man: The Journey of Ibn 
Battuta, 1325-1354
by James Rumford    JB IBN BATTUTA

Ibn Battuta lived when 
people thought the earth 
was flat and people 
generally did not travel 
far from where they 
were born. However, 

he wanted to explore and so he did from 
Morocco to China and back. He traveled for 
thirty years having many adventures and 
seeing wondrous sights. Back at home, he 
relived his adventures in stories. 

The Monster in the Backpack 
by Lisa Moser   JR MOSER 
Annie’s new backpack came 
with pink and blue flowers. 
Annie’s backpack came with a 
zipper. Annie’s new backpack 
also came with a monster! Can 
Annie survive a school day with 
this monster that devours her 
lunch, puts bubble gum in her 
boot, and turns her homework 
into confetti?  

Hurry! Hurry! 
by Eve Bunting  JE BUNTING

"Hurry! Hurry!" 
shouts rooster and 
all the animals in the 
barnyard excitedly 
make their way 
towards the barn 
where the newest 
member of their 

community pecks its way out of a shell 
enthusiastically announcing, "I'm here! I'm 
here!"
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Programs for High School Students

 Exam Cram 2009 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, January 19, 20, and 21
5–10 p.m. in the Meeting Room

IT’S BAAACK!!  Open late. Stop by, study, bring a friend, bring two. Pizza at  
7 p.m. Snacks and drinks all night.  Reference help available. WiFi for your laptop.  
(Food provided by the Friends of the Library.)

 SAT and ACT Practice Exams
ACT
 Saturday, February 21
 9:30 a.m.–1 p.m

Conquer those pretest jitters early and improve your scores by taking practice ACT 
& SAT exams at the Library. Kaplan instructors will return your personalized results. 
College is right around the corner! Sign up today at the Information Services Desk.  

 Choosing a College Major 
Thursday, March 5
7 p.m. in the Meeting Room

High school graduation is fast approaching. Looking for direction? Peg Hendershot from 
Career Vision will guide you through the steps you need for successful college major 
selection and career planning. Parents welcome. Sign up now at the Information Services 
Desk. Funded by The Kara Foundation.

 Click Your Way to an “A”     
Call 630-584-0076 ext. 1 for date.
4–5 p.m. in the Technology Center

Attention teens! Attend an interactive demonstration, especially for high school students, 
of the Library’s Premium Search Databases you need. Join us in the Technology Center 
to learn how these online resources can help make your homework or research paper 
easier. Q & A and great giveaways. Sign up now at the Information Services Desk. Space 
is limited!

SAT
 Saturday, March 28
 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

          Free! 
No Library card required!

St. Charles Public Library
One South Sixth Avenue

St. Charles, IL  60174
630-584-0076

630-584-9390 Youth Services
630-584-0961 TDD
630-584-3448 Fax

www.stcharleslibrary.org

Hours:
 Monday–Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
 Friday    9 a.m.–8 p.m.
 Saturday   9 a.m.–5 p.m.
 Sunday   Noon–5 p.m.

Closings:
 Wednesday, December 24
 Thursday, December 25
 Wednesday, December 31 at 5 p.m.
 Thursday, January 1
 Monday, February 16
 Sunday, April 12

Library Board Members:
 Norman C. Huntley, President 
 Victoria Haines, Vice-President/Secretary 
 Kimberly Reese, Treasurer 
 Karen S. DeVault
 Michael Hill 
 Debra McManus 
 John Slusser
 Diana Brown, Director

Library Board Meetings:
 Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
 In the Bisbee Conference Room
 Jan. 14, Feb. 11, Mar. 11 & April 8
 Meetings are open to the public.

Available at the Library:
 Notary Public
 Voter Registration

Our Mission Statement:
 Discover Your Library: Your gateway to 
information, reading enjoyment, cultural 
enrichment, community involvement, and 
lifelong learning.

"If you haven't been to your library lately, 
you're overdue."

~ Paula Poundstone

 http://www.stcharleslibrary.org 


YOUTH SERVICES:  Winter Program Registration     #_____ 
 
 In Person & Online begins on Saturday, Jan. 10       By Telephone begins Tuesday, Jan. 13 
 

 Child or student must be the correct age or correct grade to be registered in a program. Each eligible person 
attending a program must be registered due to room capacity and safety procedures. 

 IN PERSON REGISTRATION – Register everyone in your family with one Library card and this completed 
registration form at the ASK ME Desk. 

 ONLINE – Register members of your family with each person’s individual Library card via the Library’s web 
site:   www.stcharleslibrary.org 

 
Family Last Name____________________________________Telephone (        )______________________ 
 
Library Card Bar code________________________________ Program confirmation & reminders via  
 
email____________________________________________________________________________________    

 
Does anyone in your family require special accommodations (sign language interpreter, etc)?  __Yes  __No  

 
Adult:___________________     _______________________  
 

Child (infant-age 5)  Name____________________ Age _____  Birth date ___________  
 

Child (infant-age 5)  Name____________________ Age _____  Birth date ___________  
 

Child (infant-age 5)  Name____________________ Age _____  Birth date ___________ 
 
 

Student (Gr. K-8)  Name____________________ Gr. _____    Student (Gr. K-8)  Name____________________ Gr. _____      
 

Student (Gr. K-8)  Name____________________ Gr. _____    Student (Gr. K-8)  Name____________________ Gr. _____    
 

Programs are in same order as in Discover Your Library 
 

Story Time   Circle day, time & session             Write name of each participant 
 Infant–11 months   Mon. at 9:30 Session A  or  B      Child                    Adult                     Sibling 
 One Year Old   Mon. at 10:30     Session A  or  B                     Child                    Adult                     Sibling 
   Thurs. at 9:30 Session A  or  B                    Child                    Adult                     Sibling 
 Two Year Old  Tues. at 9:30 Session A  or  B                     Child                    Adult                     Sibling 
   Wed. at 10:30 Session A  or  B                    Child                    Adult                     Sibling 
 3 & 4 Year Old         Tues. at 10:30 Session A  or  B                     Child             Child                                       
   Wed. at 9:30 Session A  or  B                    Child             Child                                      
 4 & 5 Year Old         Tues. at 1:30 Session A  or  B                     Child             Child 
 3, 4 & 5 Year Old Mon. at 7 pm Session A  or  B                     Child             Child 
Family Story Time at 7.     Write name of each participant for each date   
 Cuddle Up   Wed. 1/28 
 Elephant Jamboree  Thurs. 2/26 
 Fine Feathered Friends Tues. 3/24 
Book Character Visit on Fri. at 1       Write name of each participant  
  Curious George on 2/27  
Kids Corner for Gr. 1 & 2 on Mon. at 4:15     Write name of each participant  
 1/26 – Brrrr – Think Summer 
 2/23 – Freaky Fun 
 3/23 – Green, Green Everything’s Green 
Book Magic for Kindergarten on Tues. at 4:15     Write name of each participant  
  1/20 – Snowy Days 
  2/17 – Friends 
  3/24 – Yo Ho Ho: Pirates   

 
Used Children’s Book Sale!  

Sponsored by the Junior Friends of the Library 
Saturday, January 10 from 9 am – 1 pm 



 
Scout Workshops – most at 4:15          Leader is required to register group - 1 adult for 4 every Scouts 
 

 Tour for all Scouts on Wed. Mar. 25   Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
   

 Tiger Reading Fun on Wed. Feb. 18                 Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
 Wolf  Books, Books, Books on Tues. Feb. 24  Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
      Bear Tall Tales on Tues. Mar. 3   Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
   Past is Exciting on Tues. Feb. 3 Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
       Webelos  Communicator on Thurs. Feb. 12  Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
   Citizenship on Tues. Jan. 27  Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
 
 Daisies Activities through Literature on Thurs. Feb. 5 Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
       Brownies  Her Story on Thurs. Feb. 19   Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
  Around the World on Wed. Feb. 25  Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
  Juniors Local Lore on Thurs. Mar. 12   Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
   Communication on Mon. Feb. 9  Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
  Model Citizen on Thurs. Jan. 29  Troop #                 #Scouts          #Adults        School 
Movie Night for Gr. 4-8 on Fri. 2/13 at 4:30 Write name of each participant 
 
Babysitter Training for ages 11-15 from 9:30-5               Application & Deposit REQUIRED.  ONLY In Person registration.  
  Fri. 2/27  OR  Tues. 3/31  
Russell Lecture: Fiber Art for Gr. K-8 on Sat. 2/28 at 10 Write name of each participant 
 
Abraham Lincoln in Song for Gr. K-12 and adults on Sun. 3/1 at 2   Write name of each participant 
 
Camp Library Overnight for Gr. 2-8 on Fri. 3/27 at 7:30  
      Adult  Student  Student 
      Adult  Student  Student 
Only IN PERSON registration. Register by 3/13.   Meal Fee $5 per person:  Cash           Check# 
April Fool’s Fun Circle time       Write name of each participant  
 For Family on Wed. 4/1 at either 10:30   OR  1    
Let’s Talk Books Book Capers for Gr. 2 & 3     Circle 2/19 3/19      Student 
on Thurs. at 4:15  Scene Stealers for Gr. 4-8 Circle 2/26 3/26   Student 
Every Child Ready to Read Workshop for adults on Tues. 1/27 at 7  
 

Remember Multi-Age Story Time on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 9:30 from January 13 – March 25. 
 Show your St. Charles Library card at the door. 
 
NEW – Effective January 2009 for Multi-Age Story Time: St. Charles cardholders may attend with grandchildren and/or 
grandparents who reside outside the St. Charles Library District.  
 

 
 Programs will begin and end promptly. Meeting Room/Story Room doors will open 10 minutes before the 

program is scheduled.  
 Seating for registered participants will be guaranteed until 5 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
 Drop-in seating for selected programs will begin 3 minutes before the program starts. Late admittance is 

limited. 
 
Please remember to call the ASK ME Desk at 630-584-9390 when you are unable to 

attend a program for which you are registered. 
 
 

Spring Program information and registration form will be 
on the Library web site beginning February 15. 

Registration for Spring (April & May) programs will begin on Saturday, March 7. 
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